
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
SPECIAL AND REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 
April 23, 2007 

 
The special meeting of the Board of Education of the Portage Public Schools held on Monday, 
April 23, 2007, was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by President Shirley Johnson in the Professional 
Development Center of the Administration Building, 8111 S. Westnedge. 
 
Board Trustees Present:  Tom Eddy, Kathy Howland (departed at 10 p.m.), Shirley Johnson, 

Linda Lueth, Wendy Mazer, and Jennifer Whistler (departed at 
10:17 p.m.) 

 
Board Trustees Absent: Deb Polderman 
 
The Board members received an overview of the International Baccalaureate program from 
Director of Curriculum and Professional Development Ms. Denise Bresson, and IB coordinators 
and teachers Ms. Linda Trepanier, Ms. Nancy Pederson, Mr. Jason Frink, Ms. Nancy Nott, Ms. 
Deborah Ross, and Ms. Susan Thole. 
 
A motion was offered by Mrs. Lueth, supported by Mr. Eddy, that the Board of Education move 
into closed session to discuss negotiations.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
The Board moved into closed session at 7:15 p.m. 
 
The Board returned to open session at 7:30 p.m. 
 
The regular meeting of the Board of Education of the Portage Public Schools held on Monday, 
April 23, 2007, was called to order at 7:36 p.m. by President Johnson in the Community Room of 
the Administration Building, 8111 S. Westnedge.  She welcomed an audience of 60 people and all 
in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The Board received an introduction from Amberly Principal, Mrs. Mary Daoust, and a Pfizer 
Science Club presentation from parents: Ms. Carol Manthey and Ms. Janet Zlomek and students. 
 
The Board received an Education For Employment (EFE) annual report from the EFE Director 
Ms. Deb Miller, program administrator Mr. Jim Murphy, Northern High automotive teacher Mr. 
Jim Leander, and a student. 
 
The Board received an International Baccalaureate (IB) presentation from the Director of 
Curriculum and Professional Development Ms. Denise Bresson, and IB coordinators and teachers 
Ms. Linda Trepanier Ms. Nancy Pederson, and the Assistant Superintendent for Instructional 
Services, Mr. Ric Perry.  Supportive comments were also presented by the following parents from 
Central and Northern High: Mrs. Jeanne Roe, Mr. Don McQuitty, Mr. Ted Hartridge, Mrs. Monica 
Harris, and three students. 
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A motion was offered by Mrs. Whistler, supported by Mrs. Howland, that the Board approve the 
minutes of the March 26, 2007 Special and Regular Meetings and the March 28, 2007 Special 
Meeting.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was offered by Mrs. Lueth, supported by Mr. Eddy, that the Board of Education approve 
the recommended proposal of Seelye Wright Auto for one (1) ¾ ton heavy duty 2008 pickup truck 
and 8.5’ MS V plow in the amount of $26,695.00.  Further, that the funding for this purchase be 
from the 2006/2007 General Fund and that the Assistant Superintendent be authorized to execute 
all purchase documents related to this purchase.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was offered by Mr. Eddy, supported by Mrs. Lueth, that the Board of Education approve 
the recommendation for a roofing contract with Division 7 Contractor, Inc. in the amount of 
$185,240.00.  This approval would provide roofing work at Angling Road, Moorsbridge, North 
Middle, and West Middle.  These expenditures will be from the 2006/07 Building and Site Sinking 
Fund (BSSF).  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was offered by Mrs. Howland, supported by Mrs. Lueth, that the Board of Education 
adopt the resolution approving 105c participation for the 2007/08 school year. 
 

RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, the State of Michigan has adopted legislation which allows a local public 
school district to accept a limited number of students who reside in school districts located within 
intermediate school districts contiguous to the Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service Agency; 
and, 

 
WHEREAS, state law indicates that a district shall determine whether or not it will accept 

applications for enrollment by non-resident applicants residing in a district located in a contiguous 
intermediate school district for the next school year; and, 

 
WHEREAS, if a district determines to accept a limited number of applicants from said 

non-residents for the next school year, it must first publish the grades, schools and special 
programs, if any, for which enrollment may be available to and for which applications will be 
accepted from said non-resident applicants; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Superintendent has recommended to the Board that the Portage Public 

Schools accept a limited number of non-resident applicants residing in a district located in a 
contiguous intermediate school district. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the Board of Education of the 

Portage Public Schools does here determine that, pursuant to Section 105c of the Michigan State 
School Aid Bill, it will accept a limited number of non-resident applicants residing in a district 
located in a contiguous intermediate school district. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Superintendent is hereby directed to publicize 

the grades, schools and special programs for which such enrollment will be available for the 2007-
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2008 school year, as well as the process by which an eligible non-resident student may make 
application for said designated positions. 

 
 PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
 By:____________________________________ 
  Its:_________________________________ 
 
 By:____________________________________ 
  Its:_________________________________ 
 
Upon a roll call vote, all trustees present voted in favor of the resolution. 
 
A motion was offered by Mrs. Whistler, supported by Mrs. Howland, that the Board of Education 
approve Board member classes and conferences as presented.  President Johnson noted she was 
reimbursing the District for her conference fees.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was offered by Mrs. Lueth, supported by Mrs. Whistler, that the Board of Education 
approve tenure for Mr. Jason Badders in accordance with Public Act 59 of the State of Michigan.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
This concluded the action portion of the agenda.  Mrs. Johnson then opened the meeting for 
comments. 
 
Mr. Eddy offered, in light of the Virginia Tech incident, the public should read an article written by 
Mr. Mitch Albom entitled “Somewhere, right now, a mind churns” located on The Detroit Free 
Press web-site and asked that anyone step forward should they note something suspicious. 
 
Mrs. Mazer offered congratulatory remarks to the Northern High School senior arts soloist.  She 
announced the Northern High School Cabaret plans to perform “Songs of the Silver Screen” in 
their auditorium on April 27, 28, and 29 at 7:30 p.m.  The Portage Northern High School 
Songleaders Chorale was selected to perform at the Michigan Youth Arts Festival on Friday, May 
11 at 7:00 p.m. at Western Michigan University.  She also informed the audience that Ms. 
Catherine Adams has joined the faculty of the University of Michigan’s Musical Theater 
Department and her last on-campus concert will take place Tuesday, May 15, 7:30 p.m. at the 
Northern Auditorium. 
 
Mrs. Whistler informed the audience of the high caliber of work exhibited at the IB and Senior Art 
Show recently held at Northern. 
 
President Johnson echoed Mrs. Whistler’s comments adding how impressed she was with the 
journals these IB students kept on their projects.  President Johnson mentioned five students from 
our District’s elementary and middle school will have artwork displayed as part of the Michigan 
Art Education Association at the Michigan Library and Historical Museum in Lansing.  She 
encouraged citizens to contact our legislators about pending budget cuts and their commitment to 
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education.  President Johnson reminded the audience to get informed on Board of Education 
candidates and vote on May 8th. 
 
Mr. Mark Anthony Martin, 10519 Dandale St., a Board candidate, discussed assistance he received 
from District personnel, complimented all involved with the IB presentation this evening, and 
thanked the Kalamazoo Gazette for publishing candidate information earlier this year. 
 
Mr. Bob Schafer, 7667 Cobblewood, a parent, discussed a personnel issue, early detection of 
Asperger’s Syndrom students, and Special Education. 
 
Ms. Mildred Taraszka, 1410 Marylynn Court, a citizen, discussed support for the IB program, 
budget concerns, and District facilities.  President Johnson suggested she contact the Assistant 
Superintendent of Operations, Mr. Tom Noverr for clarification of her budget questions. 
 
Superintendent McFarlane shared a photo sent by the Amberly 5th grade class of Ms. Carolynn 
Meyers portraying how upset they were when the sample technology equipment (that would have 
been installed had the bond passed) was removed from their classroom.  He acknowledged 35 
District students were selected to display artwork at the recent KIA Art Show and three of those 
District students received a total of $26,000 in scholarships.  The Superintendent thanked the 
Community Education Administrator Mr. Craig Ross, teacher Ms. Dawn Gregory, the staff at 
Community High, and volunteers (including Mr. Allan Reiff, a previous Board member) for a 
successful Challenge Day event noting this was made possible by a grant from the Kalamazoo 
Community Foundation.  The Superintendent also mentioned this event would be expanded next 
year to include Central and Northern High Schools as well.  He announced an upcoming 
Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service Agency projected budget meeting.  He offered thanks to 
the counseling staff for all their support through the rigorous Michigan Merit Exams.  
Superintendent McFarlane announced the District has just received its sixth straight year of perfect 
bus inspections!  He congratulated and thanked the remarkable mechanics, drivers, and staff for 
these results. 
 
Initiating the reports portion of the meeting, Mrs. Lueth presented the Treasurer’s Report of Bills 
Approved for Payment as of March 21, 2007, March 28, 2007, and April 4, 2007, General Fund 
bills in the amount of $5,290,004.55, and Building & Site Fund bills in the amount of $17,149.30, 
for a grand total of $5,307,153.85. 
 
Received a Board Committee report from Mrs. Whistler regarding the Policy and Personnel 
Committee. 
 
A brief legislative update was received from Mrs. Whistler pertaining to the possible pro-ration and 
the news that MESSA is predicted to increase by 9.2% for next year. 
 
A motion was offered by Mrs. Lueth, supported by Mrs. Whistler, that the Board of Education 
move into closed session for the purpose of discussing a student discipline.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
The Board moved into closed session at 10:17 p.m. 
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The Board returned to open session at 10:33 p.m. 
 
A motion was offered by Mrs. Lueth, supported by Mr. Eddy, that the Board of Education expel a 
student from the Portage Public School District.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 10:35 
p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Edna Kent 
Recording Secretary 


